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economic and social life. And if the economic preparation for
war is associated with the production of substitute materials in
order to widen the basis of food and raw material supplies, the
whole enterprise is bound to have ruinous effects on the
existing economic and social system, for the sake of a new
system of at least doubtful merit. In -view of the vast dimensions
of the task, the possibility of success is open to grave doubt:
there are too many sources of error and too many potential
complications. It is another matter to restrict the use of pro-
ducts containing materials of military importance or involving
dependence on foreign countries: this need not have re-
volutionizing effects if the existing industrial mechanism is used
and the character of the economic system left untouched as far
as possible. The same is true of the territorial redistribution of
industry from the point of view of military security; it is true
also of the control of trade, of state accumulation of reserve
stocks, and of the development of communications from
strategic points of view. But all these things work for revolution
if they are made a system and a universal principle as in
Germany, and if uneconomic principles necessarily involved in
the reorganization are given the authority of a new and "true"
order, anti-capitalist or whatever else it may be called.
In certain cases, of course, the economic preparation for war
requires the overriding of private interests and of considerations
of remunerative working. Questions of cost cannot always be
kept in the foreground where the purpose in view is the increase
of military efficiency. But it is one thing to make an exceptional
application of this principle and another to apply it universally.
It is not necessary in the interests of Wehrwirtsckaft to declare the
principle of profit-making to be obsolete or to make the
interests of the private capitalist a subject of abuse. On the
other hand, from the subordination of profit and private
interests to military exigencies it is not so long a step to those
revolutionary conceptions, for which military' exigencies may